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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-13 have been examined. Claims 1 and 13 are the independent claims. 
The priority date recognized for this application is 1 1/21/2003. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Office acknowledges receipt of the Information Disclosure Statements filed 
on 12/07/2006, 7/30/2006, 5/14/2006, and 3/08/2006. They have been placed in the 
application file and the information referred to therein has been considered by the 
examiner. 

Oath/Declaration 

3. The Office acknowledges receipt of a properly signed oath/declaration filed on 
11/25/2003. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 12, and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
The acronyms "OSS", "XML", and "URI" must be spelled out at least once in the claims. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jacobs 
et al. US 2004/0236853 A1 (hereinafter Jacobs). 
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Claim 1: 

Jacobs discloses a method for managing a configuration for a plurality of OSS 
components, the method comprising: 

receiving a high level configuration, the high level configuration including a plurality of 
high level configuration items (see for example page 3, [0032], "high level building 
blocks"); 

translating the high level configuration to a low level configuration, the low level 
configuration including a plurality of low level configuration items (see for example page 
4, [0038]); 

translating the low level configuration to at least one OSS component specific 
configuration (see for example page 2, [0013], FIG. 2, block 232, and related tex); and 
sending the at least one OSS component specific configuration to at least one OSS 
component (see for example [0016]-[0022], FIG. 2, block 232, and related text). 
Claim 2: 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,246 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2192 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the high level configuration 
substantially conforms to a version of XML (see for example page 2, [001 1]). 
Claim 3: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 2, wherein translating the high level 
configuration to a low level configuration includes applying an XML style sheet to the 
high level configuration (see for example page 2, [0011]). 
Claim 4: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the low level configuration 
substantially conforms to a version of XML (see for example page 2, [001 1]). 
Claim 5: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of 
configuration items is identified by an identifier relative to a configuration root (see for 
example [001 6]-[0022]). 
Claim 6: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 5, wherein the identifier is a URI (see for 
example page 2, [001 1]). 
Claim 7: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the high level configuration 
includes ordering rules defining an order for updating the plurality of OSS components 
and wherein the OSS specific configuration is sent in accordance with the ordering rules 
(see for example FIG. 3, step 318, "Activation solution", and related text). 
Claim 8: 
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Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of 
configuration items have a configuration type and wherein the order for updating the 
plurality of OSS components is determined based on the configuration type (see for 
example FIG. 3, and related text). 
Claim 9: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein translating the high level 
configuration to a low level configuration includes: generating a set of partial 
configuration items; reconciling the set of partial configuration items against previously 
generated configuration items; and merging the reconciled set of partial configuration 
items with the low level configuration items to form a set of full item definitions (see for 
example FIG. 6, and related text). 
Claim 10: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein translating the high-level 
configuration to a low-level configuration includes mapping a set of high-level 
configuration items to a set of low-level configuration items (see for example Fig. 5, and 
related text). 
Claim 11: 

Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1, wherein translating the high-level 
configuration to a low-level configuration includes filtering the set of high-level 
configuration items such that the filtered configuration items are not part of the set of 
low-level configuration items (see for example [0016]-[0022]). 
Claim 12: 
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Jacobs further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the high-level configuration 
items represent an abstracted set of data elements for a set of OSS components and 
wherein the low-level configuration items represent a set of OSS-specific data elements 
(see for example [0016]-[0022]). 
Claim 13: 

Jacobs discloses a system (see for example FIG. 2, and related text) for managing a 
configuration for a plurality of OSS components, the system comprising: 
a version control system having a version repository operable to maintain a high-level 
configuration having a plurality of high-level configuration items, each of said high-level 
configuration and high-level configuration items having a version (see for example FIG. 
5, block 504a, and related text); and 

a configuration server operable to receive a version of the high-level configuration and 
high-level configuration items for storage in a configuration database, wherein the 
configuration server is operable to: 

translate the high level configuration to a low level configuration, the low level 
configuration including a plurality of low level configuration items (see for example page 
4, [0038]); 

translate the low level configuration to at least one OSS component specific 
configuration (see for example page 4, [0038]); and 

send the at least one OSS component specific configuration to at least one OSS 
component (see for example [0016]-[0022], Fig. 6, block 602, and related text). 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Y. Chou whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6829. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam, can be reached on (571) 272-3695. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (571) 273 8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed tot eh TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272 2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 
AYC 




